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The East Asian Studies Program supports 
teaching and research about China, Japan, and Korea 
throughout the university. It funds undergraduates 
studying languages during the summer, assists 
graduate students when they take courses abroad, 
aids the East Asian Library in the acquisition and 
cataloging of books, and sponsors a weekly lecture 
series and numerous conferences, workshops, and 
performances.  The Program works closely with the 
East Asian Studies Department, which comprises 
about forty faculty members and language instructors. 
The Department offers a major and a certificate, while 
the Program supports faculty and students working 
on East Asia in all departments and offers a separate 
certificate. The Program also works with faculty and 
graduate students in ten other departments. In addition, 
it cooperates with centers such as the Princeton 
Institute for International and Regional Studies 
(PIIRS), the Global Japan Lab (GJL), the Buddhist 
Studies Workshop, and the Center for Contemporary 
China (CCC) to promote the study of East Asia.

As part of a University-wide initiative, the 
certificate programs of both the Program and the 
Department will transition to minors. Certificates will 
continue to be offered for the next academic year, 
and then we will offer an East Asian Studies Program 
minor in the 2024-25 academic year. The East Asian 
Studies minor links the study of the humanities, 
social sciences, arts, with language study in Chinese, 
Japanese, or Korean. It will require seven courses 
in East Asian studies, with at least two of these 
consisting of language courses at the second-year level 
or higher. Students may also earn a Chinese, Japanese, 
or Korean Language and Culture minor, which 
requires more language study and is administered by 
the East Asian Studies Department, but they may not 
double count course credits and independent work 
towards both minors.

The 29 seniors in the class of 2023 included 
six majoring in East Asian Studies, and a total of 23 
certificate students, with 13 in the Department and 
10 with the Program. Department majors studied 
Taiwanese poetry, Japanese contemporary media, 
Chinese contemporary medial modern Korean history, 
Korean responses to COVID, and ancient Japanese 
and Korean interactions. This year five  Program 

DIRECTOR’S LETTER

certificate students majored in the school of public 
and international affairs, or SPIA, two in History, 
one in Anthropology, one in English, and one from 
Sociology. For Department certificate students, 
three majored in Economics, three in SPIA, two in 
Computer Science, one in Chemistry, one in Molecular 
Biology, one in Music, one in Politics, and one in 
Sociology.   

Their research topics covered a wide range 
of temporalities, and regional affiliations. Students 
studying China explored the question of censorship, 
governmental responses to environmental crises, 
female representation among Communist Party 
officials, and Chinese Mexican vaccine policies, while 
those focusing on Japan examined drug policies, 
nineteenth century Japanese political philosophies, 
female monsters and anime, and cultural exchanges 
and tombs in ancient Japan and Korea. Some  projects 
focused on transnational themes, relying on multiple 
languages, be it Classical Chinese and Korean to 
explore the question of Turkic and Korean refugees in 
the Tang Dynasty (618-907), or Japanese and Korean 
to analyze the rational and significance of keyhole 
tombs in southwestern Korea. 

Study of Language
East Asian Language study at Princeton 

remains vibrant. This past year we had 389 students 
studying East Asian languages in the Fall Semester 
(193 Chinese, 100 Japanese, and 96 Korean) and 

343 students in the Spring Semester (181 Chinese, 
84 Japanese, and 78 Korean). Princeton in Ishikawa 
has 24 students and has returned to Ishikawa for the 
first time in person since 2019. Princeton in Beijing 
is, due to difficulties in traveling to China, will take 
place at Princeton for this summer. And in an exciting 
new program, Princeton in Korea will start its initial 
year at Yonsei University, thanks to the hard work and 
leadership of Ho Jung Choi. 

Support for Ph.D. Students and Undergraduates
The Program supported sixth-year funding for 

eight students. Also we awarded our first COVID-
dissertation completion grant and over the next few 
years, we expect to offer more to graduate students 
whose research agenda adversely effected by COVID. 

Due to residual difficulties in travel, 
particularly to China, the number of  graduate students 
engaging in summer travel and research to East Asia 
has not rebounded to pre-COVID levels, but we have 
funded 32 students this summer for research trips to 
Korea, Japan and China. Of these, with 26 using the 
funds for research and six for language study. 

The Program also supported six 
undergraduates for summer study in the Princeton in 
Beijing and the Princeton in Ishikawa program, and 
we have awarded travel grants to four students for 
travel and research to Japan, South Korea, China, and 
Taiwan.

Lectures, Performances, and Conferences 
The Program supported 22 lectures this past 

year, hosted two receptions, two concerts, and four 
conferences, including three language pedagogy 
forums (for Japanese, Korean, and Chinese). The 
lectures included wide ranging presentations on the 
Sino-Japanese War, Japan’s Self-Defense forces, Song 
diplomacy, Translation and authorship, North Korean 
cinema, Colonial Taiwan, Hideyoshi and the Imjin 
War. In addition the film makers Julie Ha and Eugene 
Yi had a discussion and screening of their film “Free 
Chol Soo Lee.”                                            

Luke Roberts of the University of Santa 
Barbara gave the 2023 Marius B. Jansen Memorial 
Lecture, “Mori Nao Divorces Her Husband and 
His Family Puts Him in a Cage.” During his visit, 
when exploring the Gest library, Professor Roberts 
discovered a prewar handwritten text which is the the 
only surviving copy of Tosa province documents that 
were destroyed during the Second World War. A real 

highlight of the year was having the prize-winning 
director Ryūsuke Hamaguchi host a public screening 
of his films, accompanied by workshop a public 
discussion, and a workshop screening films created by 
Princeton students, created in honor of his visit.   

The Program helped to host a virtuoso 
performance by the Vietnamese musician Vân-Ánh 
Võ called Mekong Life, which highlighted the issue 
of environmental exploitation and the degradation of 
the Mekong river. In addition, over the summer, the 
Peking Opera Program conducted an intense, virtual 
two-week long session. The capstone event was a 
rousing performance of the students and actors entitled 
“The Fountain: An Introduction to Peking Opera”  at 
Taplin auditorium. We are delighted that this program 
continues despite the disruptions of COVID and we 
hope for in-person events either at Princeton or in 
China in the future. 

Outreach
After the retirement of Leslie Solomon, 

Richard Chafey and I have taken on the responsibility 
of offering NCTA sessions at Princeton. In the fall, I 
offered lectures on “The Mongols, Ethnicity, and the 
Samurai: Teaching East Asia and the World” while 
in the spring Hyun-Binn Cho spoke about the two 
Koreas, Ryo Morimoto discussed contemporary Japan 
through disasters, and Rory Truex provided insight 
into China under Xi Jinping. 

Staff
 I find it a pleasure to work with Richard 
Chafey and Chao-Hui Jenny Liu. I admire their 
professionalism, and conviviality during our weekly 
meetings, and willingness to always respond to the 
various challenges and opportunities that the Program 
offers. I would like to thank them for their dedication 
and professionalism 

In the pages that follow, please explore the 
teaching and research relating to East Asia. I invite 
you to read the activities of our students, staff, and 
scholars, and learn more about the library, museum, 
and the many departments, centers and programs that 
constitute the study of East Asia at Princeton.

Thomas D. Conlan
Professor in East Asian Studies and Professor of 
History 
Director, Program in East Asian Studies
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Sören Edgren (EAS) was appointed for one semester 
(spring) to teach The History of the Book in China.

Jin Dong (CHI) is a new language lecturer and Ph.D. 
candidate at the Department of East Asian Languages 
and Literatures at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
Sunyoung Lee (KOR), Korean language lecturer from 
Yongsei University, received her Ph.D. (2018) in 
Korean Language Education as a Foreign Language 
from Seoul Women’s University and an MA (2006) in 
Korean Linguistics from Seoul Women’s University.

Mana Winters (SOC) is the new project coordinator 
for the recently launched Global Japan Lab.

DEPARTURES

Cary Y. Liu (PUAM) ’78, *80, *97 retired after over 
30 years as the Nancy and Peter Lee Curator of Asian 
Art.

Erin Huang (EAS) accepted a tenure-track position 
at the University of Toronto. Franz Prichard (EAS) 

APPOINTMENTS

Thomas D. Conlan is serving his second year as 
Director of the East Asian Studies Program. Anna 
Shields is in her third year as Chair of the East Asian 
Studies Department. Paize Keulemans completed his 
second year as Director of Graduate Studies and will 
be replaced by Atsuko Ueda at the end of the year. Xin 
Wen began his first year as Director of Undergraduate 
Studies in the fall.

ARRIVALS

Trenton Wilson (EAS/HIS) is an intellectual, cultural, 
and political historian of early China and began as an 
assistant professor of East Asian Studies and History 
in the fall.

Naima Green-Riley (POL/SPIA) is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Politics and at the 
School of Public and International Affairs. She 
specializes in Chinese foreign policy, with a focus on 
public diplomacy and the global information space.

DEPARTMENT & PROGRAM NEWS

secured a tenured position at Florida State University. 
Xin Zou (CHI) joined NYU Shanghai as a tenure-
track faculty. Sunyoung Lee (KOR) returned to 
Yonsei University. Hwichan Oh’s (KOR) one semester 
appointment has ended.

VISITORS

Mayuko Kawakami of Osaka University in Japan 
joined the Department of Religion for the Fall 
semester of 2022 as the Numata Visiting Scholar. She 
has written two books, Kodai Ajia sekai no taigai 
kōshō to Bukkyō (From Buddhist Missionaries to 
Bodhisattva Emperors: A Study of the Relationship 
between China and Surrounding Kingdoms, 400-
900, 2011)  and Kodai Nicchū kankeishi: Wa no goō 
kara kentō-shi ikō made (A History of Diplomatic 
Relations between Ancient China and Japan: From the 
Five Kings of Wa to Japanese Envoys to Tang China, 
and Beyond, 2019). The latter book was awarded the 
Cultural Prize for Ancient History from the Ancient 
History and Culture Promotion Council in Japan. 
While at Princeton, she co-taught a graduate seminar 
with Bryan Lowe on Buddhist exchanges between 
China, Korea, and Japan.

On October 28, 2022 Professor Mark Csikszentmihalyi 
from the University of California, Berkeley gave 
a lecture and led a seminar with graduate students. 
He uses both excavated and transmitted texts to 
reconstruct the religions, philosophies, and cultures of 
early China. His books include Material Virtue: Ethics 
and the Body in Early China (2004) and Readings in 
Han Chinese Thought (2006).

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE PROGRAM
 
The Chinese Language Program has been organizing 
cultural and language activities to enrich the students’ 
learning experiences. Alongside the regular weekly 
Chinese Tables, the Three-Line Love Poem in Chinese 
for Valentine’s Day, and the Chinese New Year 
Celebration, several new activities were introduced. 
These included a moon-cake workshop to celebrate 
the Mid-Autumn Festival and the launch of the 
Chinese program newsletter. Moreover, a significant 
collaborative effort among the Chinese, Japanese and 
Korean programs resulted in the successful organization 
of the first EAS Cultural Festival on April 7, 2023. The 
festival provided students with engaging activities and 
games related to East Asian cultures, attracting over 
120 participants.
 
During Wintersession, the Chinese Language Program 
offered five workshops and trips. These included 
“Model Minority? Discover Chinese American 
Cultural Treasures” by Yinqiu Ma, Xinyue Huang, 
Ying Ou and Dr. Jue Lu; “Learn Chinese with TV 
Shows and Act Out Scenes” conducted by Jieyun 
Zhu; “Exploring the Fascination of Chinese Tea… 
and Bubble Tea” by Dr. Fang-yen Hsieh; “Business 
Chinese and Chinese Business” by Dr. Jing Wang; and 
“Using Virtual Reality for Community Building and 
Chinese Language Learning” by Jin Dong. 
 
The 30th Annual International Conference on Chinese 
Language Instruction, co-sponsored by the EAS 
Program and Princeton-in-Beijing, successfully took 
place on April 29th, 2023. More than 70 Chinese 
teachers and scholars participated in the conference. 

THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Community engagement has been one of the important 
aspects in the Japanese Language Program. In 2022-
23, the Japanese Language Program continued our 
collaboration with local and online communities. 
Within the classroom, first and second-year Japanese 
students communicated online with Japanese 

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS

Faculty and staff of the Department of East Asian Studies. Photo courtesy of the Department of East Asian Studies

Cary Y. Liu. Photo courtesy of Dora Ching.



8  EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT      EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT  9

university students in Japan (JPN101: Kansai 
University, JPN102: University of Sao Paulo & 
Tam Kang University in Taiwan, JPN105: Waseda 
University). For the third-year Japanese (JPN301) life 
story project, students find a Japanese speaker nearby 
or from their family members or friends, interview 
them, write their life story, and present it in class. 
Sixth-year Japanese students regularly exchanged their 
views and opinions on contemporary Japanese issues 
with university students from Japan such as Hiroshima 
University, Osaka University, and Tohoku University.

For the community involvement project for upper 
levels, students conducted various projects through 
which they applied learnt Japanese within Japanese-
speaking communities. Students hosted cultural 
event such as a sushi workshop, or events to make 
other foods, such as ohagi (botamochi), or gyōza 
(potstickers) for other students of Japanese.
In addition, we invited Megumi Barringer, a local 
calligrapher, to JPN 101 and Chizuko Hara, a local 
tea master, to JPN 402. We had a special lecture by 
Prof. Reijiro Aoyama (Chinese University of Hong 
Kong) in JPN 407, and Professor Chiho Sakurai 
(Osaka University) in JPN 408. Japanese-speaking 
guests were invited from nearby communities to 
Forbes Japanese language table. In addition Professor 
Emeritus Seiichi Makino continues  hosting Mathey 
Japanese language table, which he has done for over 
two decades.

Students from Izumigaoka High School in Japan’s 
Ishikawa Prefecture visited Princeton in fall. In 
spring, we had a special lecture entitled “Are the Kids 

Alright? Examining the intergenerational Discourse on 
Social Networking Services and Smartphone-Related 
Harm in Contemporary Japan” by Professor Kimberly 
Hassel from University of Arizona, a recent (2022) 
EAS Ph.D. who also studied Japanese at Princeton. 
The annual Princeton Japanese Speech Contest was 
held in Frist 302 on May 5, 2023. Ten Princeton 
students competed. Professor Brian Steininger, 
Dean Patrick Caddeau, Professor Mayumi Itō, and 
Mr. Kazuhiko Saitō, the principal of the Princeton 
Community Japanese Language School, served as 
judges, and selected Seiyoung Jang and Emma Jean 
Hermacinski as winners. After the contest, all enjoyed 
a concluding concert by Princeton Taikō Club.  

The 29th Princeton Japanese Pedagogy Forum, 
“Introspection and Language Education:
What Can We Gain from Introspection?” was held in 
person on May 6, 2023 after being online for three 
years. Ms. Minako Okumura was invited as keynote 
speakers. Approximately fifty people registered for 
this Forum. For more information, check https://pjpf.
princeton.edu/

THE KOREAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM

The Korean Language Program enrolled a total of 
174 students in AY2022-23 in six levels along with a 
year-long separate heritage-track with five full-time 
lecturers. Sunyoung Lee joined the Korean language 
program as a new Yonsei Korean Language Teaching 
Fellow. This academic year returned to normalcy after 
the pandemic, and both our students and instructors 

The High-Versity Day event invited 53 Korean Honor Society students 
from Democracy Prep Bronx High School to Princeton University campus. 
Photo courtesy of Ho Jung Choi.

have greatly appreciated in-person instruction and the 
diverse range of Korean cultural events on campus.

The annual Korean language speech contest, which 
involved screening the students’ final video projects 
featuring parodies of K-pop music videos, Korean 
dramas, movies, and TV shows, was held in Jones 
202 on May 5, 2023. The Annual Kimbap Making 
Workshop and Minhwa (Korean folk painting) 
Workshop were held on November 18, 2022, 
and March 31, 2023, respectively. In addition, 
intermediate-level Korean language students learned 
about Korean traditional seals and carved their own 
stone stamps in Korean at the Korean Seal Engraving 
Workshop on October 28, 2022. Korean Culture 
Night continued to offer hands-on cultural activities, 
with this year’s theme being “K-pop Zone: Let’s sing 
together,” on April 14, 2023.

In addition, as part of our community outreach 
programs aimed at collaborating with K-12 Korean 
language programs and local corporations, the 
Korean Language Program organized two community 
engagement events: High-Versity Day on October 
18, 2022, and a field trip to the LG Electronics 
campus on February 24, 2023. The High-Versity 
Day event invited 53 Korean Honor Society students 
from Democracy Prep Bronx High School and 
provided immersive opportunities to engage with 
a diverse world and experience Korean culture in 
real-life contexts alongside our Korean language 
students on campus. The Princeton Field Trip to the 
LG Electronics Campus in Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey, offered Princeton Korean language students an 

immersive learning experience where they could apply 
their Korean language skills in a practical setting, 
enhancing their intercultural awareness and readiness 
for a globalized world, which are critical skills for 
Korean language learners.

The Korean Language Program resumed holding 
the in-person Princeton Korean Pedagogy Workshop 
on March 11, 2023, with the generous support of 
the East Asian Studies Program. Our guest speaker 
was Associate Professor Byung-jin Lim from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, who led a 
workshop and in-depth discussion on the development 
and expansion of opportunities for teaching assistants 
in the Korean language program. Additionally, the 
South Korean Consul General, Euy Whan Kim, from 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea in 
New York, delivered a special talk titled “The Role 
of the U.S. in Korea’s Miracle and the Future of the 
ROK-U.S. Partnership” on April 18, 2023 for upper-
level Korean language students. 

Senior Lecturer Ho Jung Choi received an award 
from the David A. Gardner ‘69 Magic Project Grants 
for the academic year 2023-24. The grant aims to 
integrate virtual reality components into the Princeton 
in Korea (PIK) summer course, enhancing the 
language-learning experience and facilitating student 
engagement, communication, and deeper learning 
throughout the intensive summer program.

Professor Emeritus Seiichi Makino has been hosting the Mathey Japanese 
language table for over two decades. Photo courtesy of the Japanese 
Language Program.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Language lecturers Suzie Kim (KOR), Tomoko Shibata 
(JAP), and Luanfeng Huang (CHI) promote the Language and Culture 
Festival in Frist Hall. Photo courtesy of the Chinese Language Program.                  

AY 2022-23 saw the advent of two initiatives, the “PU Chinese Program 
Newsletter” and the EAS Language and Culture Festival. Top image 
courtesy of the Chinese Program and bottom image, the EAS Department.

https://pjpf.princeton.edu/
https://pjpf.princeton.edu/
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The East Asian Studies Department and Program 
celebrated Class Day with seniors and their families 
on May 29, 2023. Six students graduated with the 
East Asian Studies major, while 13 graduated with 
the East Asian Studies Department Language and 
Culture certificate. Ten seniors received the Program 
certificate. Of the three winners of the Bienen Prize, 
Robin Park and Bianca Chan earned the Program 
certificate while Katherine Gross-Whitaker earned the 
Department Languages and Culture certificate. The 
Buchanan Prize, for the best senior thesis amongst the 
majors, was awarded to Eric Park.

EAST ASIAN STUDIES PRIZES

The Marjory Chadwick Buchanan Senior Thesis 
Prize (The Buchanan) is awarded to a senior in the 
Department of East Asian Studies with the most 
outstanding thesis, based on extensive and appropriate 
sources in Chinese, Japanese, or Korean as well as 
Western language sources.

The winner this year was Eric Park for his senior 
thesis, “Keyhole Tumuli in the Southwestern 
Peripheries of the Korean Peninsula,” Eric’s thesis 
focuses on  keyhole shaped tombs in the Yeongsan 
basin region located in Southwestern Korea. These 
tombs, although located in Korea, bear unmistakable 
resemblance to keyhole shaped tombs in Japan. 
By paying attention to the materiality of the tombs 
themselves, their size, shape, location, and even the 
way they might have been viewed, Park makes the 

persuasive and innovative argument that these tombs 
represent efforts of local Yeongsan basin elite to 
align themselves with the Japanese Yamato culture 
as a means to resist the elite of the state of Paekche, 
located to their north on the Korean peninsula. Park’s 
thesis demonstrates his impressive mastery of Korean 
and Japanese primary sources, good grasp of existing 
scholarship, and sophisticated analysis of early Korean 
mortuary culture. 

The Leigh Buchanan Bienen and Henry S. Bienen 
Senior Thesis Prize (The Bienen) is awarded by the 
Program to a senior in any department with the most 
outstanding senior thesis on an East Asian topic. 
The thesis must be based at least in part on source 
materials in an East Asian language.

This year, the winner of the Bienen Prize was Robin 
Park. There were two Honorable Mentions for the 
Bienen prize, Bianca Chingman Chan and Katherine 
Gross-Whitaker. 

Robin Park (HIS), “The Struggle for Belonging in 
Medieval China: Refugees in the Tang Dynasty.” 
Robin explored the topic of foreign refugees in the 
Tang Empire in his thesis. Although the cosmopolitan 
nature of the Tang Dynasty has been emphasized 
in scholarship, Park brilliantly explores not only 
foreigners ranging from Sogdian and Arab merchants 
to Tibetan diplomatics and Japanese monks, but 
especially refugees in the Tang, exploring both 
nomadic Turkish peoples, including the Gokturks, 

UNDERGRADUATES

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Bienen Prize Winners: Bianca Chan, Kate Gross-Whitaker, and Robin Park. Photos courtesy of the Bienen Prize winners. 
Buchanan Prize Winner: Eric Park. Photo courtesy of the Department of East Asian Studies.

Uygers, and sedentary Koreans. He relies on an 
impressive array of Classical Chinese and Korean 
sources, and provided new vistas about the Tang 
dynasty that were illuminating to specialists and 
novices alike.

Bianca Chingman Chan (SPIA), “Does Money Buy 
Discretion? Chinese Media Investment in Belt and 
Road Countries” explored Chinese investment in 
media companies in Thailand and Vietnam. She 
reveals that although Chinese media investment in 
Belt and Road countries does lead to an increase in 
positive news about China, it also led to an increase 
in positive coverage about the US. Chan analyzed 
her data with great rigor, earning raves from her 
committee members. Bianca’s senior thesis also won 
her department’s Lieutenant John A. Larkin Memorial 
Prize.

Katherine Gross-Whitaker (POL), “No Invitation to 
the Party: Limitations to Female Advancement in 
the Chinese Communist Party” engaged in statistical 
analysis, coupled with case studies, to explore why 
relatively few women (153 out of 1,968 for the 
period 1921-2016) were represented in the Chinese 
Communist Party’s Central Committee.

EAST ASIAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT MAJORS

Luke Bunday, Taiwanese Poetry, “A Beautiful 
Mistake: Retranslating and Reinterpreting the Politics 
of Zheng Chouyu’s Early Poetry”

Mylz Hahn, Japanese Contemporary Media & Culture, 
“‘Hello There! Welcome to the World of Pokémon!’” 
An Analysis in Series Prosperity Through the 
Fundamentals of a Global Franchise.”

Alexandra Hong, East Asian History, “Unfit For 
the Nation: Uncovering the Hidden Realities of 
Transnational Adoption of South Korea-Born 
Children, 1950–1990.” Departmental Honors

Josephine Kim, Contemporary Korean & Chinese 
Studies, “Surveillance and Scapegoating: A 
Disciplinary Reproduction of the Social Imagination 
of Contagion.” Highest Departmental Honors

Eric Park, East Asian History, “Keyhole Tumuli in the 

Southwestern Peripheries of the Korean Peninsula.” 
Highest Departmental Honors

Anne Wen, Chinese Contemporary Media & Culture, 
“You Are My ‘Treaty of Nanjing,’ the Beginning of 
My Fall: A Cultural Analysis of Contemporary China’s 
Obsession with ‘Little Fresh Meat (小鲜肉).’”

EAST ASIAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
LANGUAGE & CULTURE CERTIFICATES 2022

Emma Chang-Montoya (SPIA), Chinese, 
“Authoritarian Policies and a Global Pandemic: 
Investigating Shifts in the Post-graduation Migration 
Plans of Chinese International Students Studying at 
American Universities.”

Catherine Chen (ECO), Chinese, “The Effects of the 
Proliferation of Private Tutoring Centers on Gaokao 
Test Scores.”

Noah Cox (ECO), Chinese, “The Cause and Effect 
of the 2001 Deregulation of B-class Chinese Shares 
on the Chinese Discount Rate for State-Owned 
Enterprises and Private Companies.”

Dillion Gallagher (SPIA), Chinese, “‘以人为本’还是 ‘
不干预’: The Fate of Chinese Nationals in Myanmar 
Amidst Debates over Non-intervention.”

Breanna Gbadebo-Goyea (CHM), Chinese, “Eugenics 
and the 1994 People’s Republic of China Law On 
Maternal and Infant Healthcare.”

Katherine Gross-Whitaker (POL), Chinese, 
“Responsive Authoritarianism in China’s National 
People’s Congress Suggestion System.”

Anthony Guerra (COS), Japanese, “Yōkai: Its 
Popularization in Japan and Portrayal in Western 
Media.”

Tommy Kim (MOL), Korean, “Review of Joseon Pop 
(조선팝).”

Abigail Nishiwaki (SPIA), Japanese, “A Looming 
‘Shadow Pandemic’: The Impact of COVID-19 on 
Domestic Violence in Japan.”
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Angel Osaseri (SOC), Korean, “Navigating the 
Third Space: Consumption, Ownership, and Social 
Interaction through South Korean Media.”

Milo Poniewozik (MUS), Japanese, “A Technical 
Survey of Japanese Rock Music, and Three Songs「蜃
気楼」、「じゃんけん」、「練習あるのみ」.”

Jasman Singh (ECO), Chinese, “‘Little Giants’ and 
Big Hopes: How Government Designation Affects 
Startup Innovation in China.”

Jessica Stikons (COS), Chinese, Can AI Distinguish 
the Style of Tang Dynasty Poets? An Investigation 
Using Classifiers and Generative Models.

EAST ASIAN STUDIES PROGRAM 
CERTIFICATES

Bianca Chingman Chan (SPIA), Chinese & Korean, 
“Patriarchal Authoritarianism and the Repression of 
China’s Feminist Movement.”

Kaixing Chou (SPIA) Chinese, “Qualitative Analysis 
of Government-Framed Crisis Response Rhetoric to 
Environmental Crises on Chinese Social Media.”

Chloe Naomi Fox-Gitomer (ANT), Japanese, “What 
Hides Behind the Numbers?: An Anthropological 
Examination of Japanese Drug Policy, Interrelated 
Moralizing Discourse of Addiction, and 
Corresponding Statistics.”

Axidi Iglesias (SPIA), Chinese, “The U.S. Is Ignoring 
Mexico — China Isn’t: Counterbalancing Chinese 
Vaccine Diplomacy in Mexico and Revitalizing U.S.-
Mexican Relations.”

Sheherzad Jamal (HIS), Chinese, “A Nationalistic 
Universalism: The Development of a Philosophy of 
Civilization in the Writings of Fukuzawa Yukichi.”

Tracie Tae-Eun Kwon (SOC), Chinese & Korean, 
“You Were Born to Be Loved: The Right of Every 
Child to a Family Amidst Stigmatization of Adoption 
and Backfiring Domestic Adoption Policies in South 
Korea.”

Brennen Kaliko Nishimura (SPIA), Chinese & 
Japanese, “An Evaluation of China’s Digital 
Authoritarianism.”

Juan Nova, Jr. (SPIA), Chinese, “Making Dragons 
from Pandas (熊貓做龍): Chinese Revisionism on the 
World Stage.”

Robin Park (HIS), Chinese, Japanese and Korean, 
“The Struggle for Belonging in Medieval China: 
Refugees in the Tang Dynasty.”

Mina Hiroko Quesen (ENG), Japanese, “Tearing 
Claws into Male Spaces: Redefining the Feminine 
Monster and Creating Monster Space in Mononoke’s 
‘Bakeneko’.”

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Program Certificate graduates: Brennen Nishimura, Sheherzad Jamal, Kaixing Chou, Tracie Kwon, Axidi Iglesias, Chloe Naomi 
Fox-Gitomer, and Juan Nova, Jr. Photo courtesy of Chao-Hui Jenny Liu.

GRADUATE STUDIES

DISSERTATIONS COMPLETED

Chan Yong Bu (EAS), “Seeing Like Steelworkers: The 
Media Ecology of Metal During the Cold War and Its 
Afterlife in Korea,” defended August 29, 2022.

Megan E. Gilbert (EAS), “Conciliators and Fixed 
Points: Dispute Resolution in Fifteenth Century 
Japan,” defended August 1, 2022.

Soojung Han (EAS), “When China was Gone: 
Identities and States of the Shatuo Turks (895-979),” 
defended August 2, 2022.

Yingtian He (EAS), “Well-Ordered Textures The Book 
of Odes and The Study of Wu in Mid-Qing China,” 
defended December 14, 2022.

David L. Romney (EAS), “Godly Politics: Ise, the 
Court, and Japanese Religion 1330-1615,” defended 
May 11, 2023.

Lili Xia (EAS), “Claiming China Against North-South 
Divide: Classical Traditions and Literati Culture in the 
Jurchen Jin Dynasty (1115-1234),” defended January 
17, 2023.

Shengyu Yang (EAS), “Business Magnates, Public 

Philanthropists, and Art Connoisseurs: Suzhou Gentry 
and the Nationalization of Lijin in Qing China,” 
defended on May 8, 2023.

Zhuming Yao (EAS), “The Synthetic Tongue: Speech, 
Writing, and ‘Speech Writings’ in Early China,” 
defended May 11, 2023.

GRADUATE NEWS

This year, Charlie Argon (HIS) finished many of his 
remaining program requirements and began preparing 
for general exams and his dissertation project. Last 
summer, he completed the Princeton in Ishikawa 
Japanese language program and conducted preliminary 
dissertation research at Princeton, Harvard, and the 
Library of Congress. In the fall, he read many good 
books in seminars with Professors Chen and Garon, 
continued studying Japanese with Ono Sensei, and 
presented his summer research findings at the regional 
AAS conference in Philadelphia. After finishing a 
research paper on Dai Zhaochen over the holiday 
break, he began reading for general exams. At the 
time of writing, he is frantically grappling with 
the history of the book in early modern China and 
the comparative history of early modern maritime 
exploration. He is looking forward to a summer trip to 
several libraries in Tokyo.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: David Romney, Tom Conlan, Lili Xia, Megan Gilbert, Anna Shields, Zhuming Zhao, Martin Kern, Shengyu Yang, Chan Yong Bu, 
He Yitian, He Bian, Photo courtesy of Margo Orlando.
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Fumiya Uchikoshi (SOC) published “Explaining 
Declining Educational Homogamy” at Demography 
last December and had another paper, which 
examined the role of sibship position in the Japanese 
marriage market, accepted at the same journal. The 
former was recognized with an Honorable Mention 
for the Best Student Paper Award from the American 
Sociological Association Sociology of Population 
Section. Last summer Fumiya conducted interviews 
with high school seniors (about 100 interviews in 13 
high schools in five prefectures) as well as teachers to 
examine why few women apply to selective colleges. 
He also launched two online surveys with a conjoint 
experiment. Fumiya received a Harold W. Dodds 
Honorific Fellowship for 2022-2023 and the Prize 
Fellowship in the Social Sciences (formerly known 
as the Fellowship of Woodrow Wilson Scholars) at 
Princeton.

In her first year of study, Zihan Guo (EAS) 
familiarized herself with the peaceful town of 
Princeton and the welcoming community of East 
Asian Studies. She deepened her knowledge in 
premodern Chinese literature and learning about 
diverse approaches and trends in the field, and 
at the same time tapping into areas of medical, 
religious, urban, and book histories. She also 

strengthened her reading ability in Japanese, which 
sparked further interest in Japanese culture and 
literature. In 2023 March, Zihan presented a paper 
about premodern Chinese poets’ understanding and 
imagination of the literal and literary “intestines” 
(chang 腸) at the Association for Asian Studies 
(AAS) 2023 Annual Conference. In June, she will 
be presenting another paper about the gastronomic 
“pufferfish lore” in Song Dynasty China (960-1279), 
at the annual conference of the Association for the 
Study of Food and Society

Yingtian He (EAS) defended his dissertation, “Well-
Ordered Textures: The Book of Odes and the Study 
of Wu in Mid-Qing China” in December 2022. In 
the spring semester, he worked as a post-graduate 
research associate at the EAS department. He will 
join Tsinghua University in the coming fall as a TIAS 
postdoctoral fellow.

Joseph Henares (EAS) finished his fourth year at 
Princeton. From June to July 2022, he served as 
head teacher of Intermediate Japanese at the Virginia 
Governor’s Japanese Academy, a selective Japanese-
language summer program for high school students 
in Virginia. In July 2022, he organized a four-
person panel entitled “Texts and Modernity in Early 
Twentieth-Century Japan” that presented four papers 
at The Asian Studies Conference Japan (ASCJ). As 
part of this panel, he gave a presentation entitled 
“Persons and the State: ‘Personality’ in Nishida 
Kitarō’s Zen no kenkyū.” In Fall 2022, he designed 
and taught an intermediate-level Japanese reading 
course at Randolph-Macon College that met for 90 
minutes every week. In March 2023, he began a one-
year Fulbright Fellowship at Kyoto University. He has 
analyzed documents in the special collections of the 

Fieldwork at Kinmen, during a ritual procession conducted at Yingshan 
Temple, Kinmen, Taiwan in late January 2023. Junbin Tan (in blue) was 
blowing the long brass horn (shaojiao) as part of the ritual troupe (fashi 
tuan).  

Kyoto University library and presented his research 
in Japanese at a graduate seminar led by Dr. Satō 
Takumi. 

During her fourth year, Fangyuan Huang (EAS) 
was awarded the Cotsen Junior Fellowship in the 
Humanities. She was also a recipient of the Donald 
and Mary Hyde Summer Fellowship for Research 
Abroad, which facilitated her archival research in 
China. Fangyuan had the opportunity to develop 
skills in pedagogy by leading a precept session 
for EAS 211/COM 213/ART 225 “Manga: Visual 
Culture in Modern Japan” taught by Professor Brian 
Steininger.  She presented her dissertation research 
at multiple venues, including the Department of East 
Asian Studies Colloquium and the Association for 
Asian Studies (AAS) 2023 Annual Conference. In 
addition, she has published a peer-reviewed journal 
article in Literature and Modern China and a book 
review in RMMLA.

Qiran Jin (EAS) tried to challenge the boundary of 
philology this past year. He developed the theory of 
trans-genre in philology and got his book about Duan 
Yucai’s Commentary of the Shuowen jiezi published 
at Bashu shushe in China and presented case studies 
of his theory at both American Oriental Society and 
American Oriental Society – Western Branch annual 
meetings. He also conducted research on the changes 
in the connotation of “elementary learning” in Chinese 
bibliographic history, the production of philological 
knowledge in early China, and the writing of history 
and the management of philological knowledge. 
Taking courses in other fields at EAS, History, and, 
externally, Columbia, Qiran tried to introduce a 
comparative and interdisciplinary perspective into his 
research, exploring the possibility of an early history 
of reading practices and a philological reading of art 
history. These studies will serve as a foundation for his 

future study of Chinese philology and textual history.
David Romney (EAS) defended his dissertation, 
“Godly Politics: Ise, the Court, and Japanese Religion 
1330-1615.” He received a position as a Subject 
Librarian at the East Asian Library at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 

In her first year, Sarah Strugnell (EAS) immersed 
herself in academic and professional life at Princeton. 
Her evolving work on alcohol consumption in 
contemporary Japan was enriched through taking a 
wide variety of courses exploring ethics, public health, 
medical and cultural anthropology, ethnography, 
and Japan anthropology. Sarah enjoyed participating 
in the ‘Shape Your PhD’ (Fall 2022) and ‘Ethics 
of AI’ (2022-23) Learning Cohorts organized by 
GradFUTURES, supporting the activities of the 
Global Japan Lab as an affiliated graduate student, 
and attending the UTokyo-Princeton Spring Break 
Program on Sustainability.

Junbin Tan (ANT) returned from fieldwork at 
Kinmen, Taiwan in Fall 2022. He spent his fifth year 
at Princeton writing his dissertation, during which he 
was a graduate research fellow at Princeton’s Center 
of Culture, Society, and Religion (CCSR). His book 
review, written in Chinese, of Wei-ping Lin’s Island 
Fantasia: Imagining Subjects on the Military Frontline 
between China and Taiwan (2021) appeared in 
the Journal of Archaeology and Anthropology. He 
presented his work at conferences organized by 
Rutgers University and Penn State University, among 
other venues.
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FACULTY NEWS
This has been quite a year 
for Professor He Bian 
(HIS/EAS). She co-taught 
the method course for 
G1s in History (HIS 500) 
in the fall; started (or re-
started) research projects 
stalled by the pandemic; 
delivered the Wellcome 
Lecture in History of 
Medicine at Cambridge 
University; oversaw the 
completion of two Ph.D. 

dissertations, one prospectus, and two general exams. 
In the process, earning free extra legroom via her 
frequent flights with United Airlines. She is looking 
forward to returning to East Asia this summer after 
a long separation from her family in Beijing. Please 
enjoy this picture she took with EAS alumna Xue 
Zhang (currently Assistant Professor in History, Reed 
College) at AAS this year in Boston.

Amy Borovoy (EAS) is continuing her work in 
medical anthropology and ethical issues surrounding 
late life and end-of-life care. She published an article 
on Covid-19 containment in Japan, “The Burdens of 
Self-Restraint: Social Measures and the Containment 
of Covid-19 in Japan” in the Asia-Pacific Journal: 
Japan Focus. The article looked at the power of 
“social measures” including public health protocols 
and the government’s request for “self-restraint.” She 
shared this research with colleagues in Anthropology, 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, Neuroscience, 
and Molecular Biology at a Princeton Center for 
Health and Well-Being mini-conference in spring. 
Borovoy continues to sit on the Robert Wood Johnson 
Hospital Bioethics Committee as a community 
member. This has informed her research on the ethical 
field of organ transplantation and her introductory 
essay in William LaFleur’s, Biolust, Brain death, and 
the Battle Over Organ Transplants: America’s Biotech 
Juggernaut and its Japanese Critics (2023), Edward 
Drott, ed. Borovoy also spoke at Tel Aviv University, 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, University of Haifa, 
and University of Manchester.

In AY2022-23, Janet Chen (HIS/EAS) completed her 
third year as History DUS and finished her book The 
Sounds of Mandarin: Learning to Speak a National 
Language in China and Taiwan, 1913-1960 (Columbia 
University Press). She is looking forward to spending 
the next year on sabbatical.

In fall 2022, Ksenia Chizhova (EAS) was delighted 
to offer a new graduate seminar, Script Theories: 
Korea, East Asia, 
and Beyond, which started 
a conversation about the 
theory of inscription and 
inscriptional technologies 
in East Asia. The course 
brought together a 
wonderful group of 
students with interests in 
inscriptional technologies of 
Europe and East Asia, from 
ancient to contemporary 
periods. This course was 
a great companion to Ksenia’s ongoing work on the 
techno aesthetic genealogy of the Korean script, from 
calligraphy to modern fonts and graphic design—
research that she presented at Harvard University, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Association of 
Korean Studies Europe in Copenhagen. Ksenia was 
also honored by the recognition given to her first 
book, Kinship Novels of Early Modern Korea, which 
was awarded the inaugural Hong Yung Lee Book 
Prize, and an honorable mention of the James Palais 
Book Prize. 

Thomas Conlan (EAS/HIS) had an enjoyable year. 
He traveled to Japan October 2022, visiting Hakata, 
Yamaguchi, Kyoto, Matsushima and Hiraizumi and 
again during April 2023, when he boarded the Le 
Soléal, and visited Himeji, Hiroshima, Hagi, Matsue, 
Busan and Gyeongju. His monograph Kings in All but 
Name is in production with Oxford University Press. 
Thomas also gave the following presentations: Why 
Did So Many Early Photographers of Japan Become 
Painters? Backlash Against the “Real” in Meiji Japan 
at the Association of Asian Studies in Boston, and 
he also lectured on “Japan’s Magna Carta-the Jōei 
Code of 1232,” “Japan’s Martime Lords,” and “Lands 

of Gold: The Story of Silla (Korea) and Japan.” He 
advised Eric Park for his excellent senior thesis and 
is very proud of David Romney, who completed his 
dissertation. 

Sheldon Garon (HIS/EAS) continues his efforts to 
insert Japanese history into the new field of global 
history.  He is working on his book, “When Home 
Fronts Became Battlegrounds: The Global War on 
Civilians, 1914-1945,” covering Japan, Germany, 
Britain, and France.  In addition, he is part of a 
growing network of historians in Europe who wish 
to globalize the study of the two world wars. Over 
the past year, he has been putting together a team of 
younger scholars in an ambitious application to the 
European Research Council for a five-year project 
on “The Global War on Civilians, 1905-1945.” The 
project represents an expansion of his book to include 
the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Spanish Civil War, 
France, Italy, and the Soviet Union.  In October, he 
vetted his proposal at a one-day brainstorming session 
in Paris with ten of Europe’s leading historians on war 
and society.

“When the mind turns far, the place becomes remote 
by itself” (Tao Qian, 365–427): Martin Kern (EAS) 
spent his sabbatical year in Princeton. After years of 
editing, volume one of his selected essays in Chinese 
translation was published as Biaoyang yu chanshi: 
Zaoqi Zhongguo shixue yanjiu 表演与阐释：早
期中国诗学研究 (Performance and Interpretation: 
Studies in Early Chinese Poetics); now volume two 
awaits. Much work also went into two other books, 
both to appear in 2023: Zuozhuan and Early Chinese 
Historiography (with Yuri Pines, Jerusalem, and Nino 
Luraghi, Oxford) and Qu Yuan and the Chuci: New 
Approaches (with Stephen Owen, Harvard). Other 
projects involved essays on Sima Qian, royal speech, 
writing as display and performance, and ancient co-
authorship. July 2022 saw the inauguration of the 
annual Venice-Princeton Summer School in Classical 
East Asian Languages, which Kern co-directs with 
Tiziana Lippiello, Rector of Ca’ Foscari University 
(see photo), in Venice.

Paize Keulemans (EAS) sent off his book manuscript 
“Paper Rumors: Gossip, News, and Information 
Cultures in 17th-Century Chinese Literature” to 
Harvard University Asia Center Press. Fingers crossed. 
In addition, he continued work on the third project on 
games, in particular on the topic of the Song-dynasty 
philosopher/poet/go-player Shao Yong and the way 
he suggests entire universes can be constructed on the 
basis of the simple black-and-white binary of the go 
board. Finally, he finds himself increasingly interested 
in the 19th-century Japanese illustrations of the Ming 
dynasty vernacular classics. Who knew that Hokusai 
illustrated “Journey to the West”?  

Hiking in Cinque Terre, Italy, on the occasion of teaching a global history 
seminar at the University of Milan.
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In the fall of 2022, Bryan Lowe (REL) worked closely 
with Religion’s second Numata Visiting Scholar, 
Mayuko Kawakami. They organized an international 
conference “Doctrine and Practice beyond Borders: 
International Interactions in East Asian Buddhism” 
and co-taught a graduate seminar on exchange 
between the continent and Japan. He also held a book 
workshop on his new manuscript, How Buddhism 
Spread in Japan, 650–850, which he is currently 
revising and plan to finish by fall of 2023.

Federico Marcon (EAS/HIS) has happily spent 
the AY22-23 in sabbatical leave. During the year, 
he completed the manuscript of a book on A 
History of “Fascism”: An Essay on Historical 
Knowledge, currently under review. He gave talks 
in Chicago, Cologne, Tucson, Venice, and Turin. 
And he was awarded a Magic Grant to organize a 
series of lectures and an interdisciplinary workshop 
on “Rediscovering Semiotics for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences,” which will take place in Princeton 
during the AY 23-24 and 24-25.

In April 2023, Ryo Morimoto (ANT) published his 
first monograph, Nuclear Ghost: Atomic Livelihoods 
in Fukushima’s Gray Zone, from the University 
of California Press. He was awarded the 250th 
Anniversary Fund for Innovation in Undergraduate 
Education to design and develop a new course for 
Spring 24 on “anthroengineering” with Alexander 
Glaser at SPIA/MAE. Morimoto will purchase a 
mobile robot for the class to bring STEM and non-
STEM students together to develop various use 
cases on campus. The course will be linked to his 

new book project on the U.S-Japan transnational 
history of disaster robots and an ethnography of 
decommissioning robots in coastal Fukushima. On 
a personal note, Morimoto had a serendipitous book 
exchange (“Nuclear Ghost and The City and Its 
Uncertain Walls”) with novelist Haruki Murakami! 

In the summer and fall of 2022, Jim Raymo (SOC) 
spent seven months on sabbatical at Tokyo College 
(https://www.tc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/), a newly established 
research unit within the University of Tokyo. While on 
sabbatical, he gave nine invited talks in Japan, Korea, 
and Singapore. He published five papers over the past 
year and has four more currently in press. Ongoing 
collaborative projects with Princeton graduate students 
and visiting graduate students examine mate selection 
in Japan, class differences in parenting in South 
Korea, and the impact of covid-mitigation policies 
on well-being in China. As faculty director of the 
Princeton-University of Tokyo Strategic Partnership, 
Raymo hosted two Princeton colleagues for a series of 
lectures at the University of Tokyo in November and 
is hosting four young scholars from the University of 
Tokyo here at Princeton this spring. He is particularly 
excited to serve as the founding director of the Global 
Japan Lab (see page 27 below). He also serves as 
the vice president of the Population Association of 
America and on the international advisory boards of 
the Center on Contemporary Japanese Studies at the 
University of Tokyo and the Centre for Family and 
Population Research at the National University of 
Singapore. Along with Professor Yu Xie, Raymo leads 
an international community of scholars conducting 
Research on East Asian Demography and Inequality 
(READI). After two years of online seminars, Raymo 
and Xie will host READI’s first in-person meeting 
in July at the University of Tokyo, immediately 
following the conclusion of their Global Seminar on 
Contemporary Japan and China.

Shinji Sato (JPN) co-edited a book, Language 
Education and Peace ことばの教育と平和―争
い・隔たり・不公正を乗り越えるための理論と実践 
(Theories and Practices for Overcoming Conflict, 
Segregation, and Injustice), In this book, the authors 
emphasize that the purpose of language education is 
not limited to teaching a language, but rather fostering 
the next generation through language teaching and 
creating a peaceful world. This book presents the 
theoretical framework of Language Education and 

Peace and its practical application in the field of 
language education. 

Anna Shields 
(EAS) continued 
to serve as 
department chair 
in 2022-23, her 
third year. This 
year will see the 
publication of a 
new co-edited 
volume (with Gil 
Raz, Dartmouth 
College), Religion 

and Poetry in Medieval China: The Way and the 
Words (Amsterdam University Press). She is also 
working on a two-volume set of essays that grew 
out of the Workshops and the recent (June 2022) 
Conference on Tang-Song Transitions, co-edited with 
Robert Hymes. In fall 2022, she gave the Lim Lecture 
at the University of California, Berkeley, and the 
keynote address at the annual meeting of the American 
Oriental Society, Western Branch, in Tucson, Arizona. 
Other activities included serving as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees for Princeton in Beijing, a trustee 
for Princeton in Asia, and service on the university’s 
Humanities Institute Advisory Committee.

During the 2022-23 academic year Stephen F. Teiser 
(REL) served as Old Dominion Research Professor 
in the Humanities Council. The greatest benefit was 
joining the Princeton Society of Fellows, where he 
presented a chapter from his book project, Curing 
with Karma: Healing Liturgies in Early Chinese 
Buddhism. In the fall he conducted research in in 
Europe and delivered keynote lectures, including 
“The Lotus Sūtra: Creating Buddhist Scripture” at 
the British Library and “Donation Registers from 
Dunhuang” for the Central Asian Studies section at 
Deutscher Orientalistentag (Berlin). Together with 
Shih-shan Susan Huang (Rice University), he co-
organized an international conference emphasizing 
work by younger scholars on “Ritual and Materiality 
in Buddhism” (https://ritualmateriality2023.princeton.
edu/) in June 2023. 

In the academic year 2022-2023, Jing Wang (CHI) 
continued on the role of Acting Director for the 
Chinese language program and served as Interim 
Associate Director for the Princeton in Beijing 
summer program. Within the realm of professional 
service, Wang actively contributed to the Chinese 
Language Teachers Association, USA (CLTA) 
as a member of the Board of Directors and also 
chaired CLTA Awards Committee. Wang was 
invited to deliver presentations at three online 
international conferences. These presentations 
covered topics such as “‘Speaking’ in Chinese 
Proficiency Grading Standards for International 
Chinese Language Education: Tone, Intonation 
and Communication Scenes,” “Yuen Ren Chao’s 
‘Sayable Chinese’ And Its Application in Chinese 
Language Study,” and “ChatGPT and the 
Interpretation of Cultural Components in Chinese 
Language Teaching.” Additionally, during the 
Wintersession, Wang organized a student trip to 
visit an intelligent warehouse of a Chinese logistics 
service cooperation located in central New Jersey.  

Andrew M. Watsky (ART) was thrilled this past year 
to be back in the classroom with few restrictions 
and to be able to travel to Japan for an extended 
research trip, the first in over three years. The graduate 
seminar in the fall focused on Japanese painting and, 
as always, centered on the study of actual works of 
art in the collection of the Princeton University Art 
Museum. With the museum in the midst of rebuilding, 
the seminar travelled each week to the museum’s 

https://www.tc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
https://ritualmateriality2023.princeton.edu/
https://ritualmateriality2023.princeton.edu/
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off-site storage location to study paintings in the 
ideal conditions offered by the classroom there: the 
requested paintings were hung—on a wall, but not 
behind glass—for the seminar to view and discuss at 
length. Japan was still mostly closed to visitors, but 
museums, galleries, and archives were open, and it 
was wonderful and productive to again—at long last— 
meet face-to-face with colleagues there. 

Hai-Tao Tang was born on August 27, 1931, and 
recruited to teach at Princeton by Fritz Mote and T. 
T. Ch’en and began teaching here in 1974 until his 
retirement in 1996. Throughout his career he devoted 
his energy and intellect to teaching Chinese as a 
living language and encouraged each learner to adopt 
Chinese as one’s own language and nurture it to live 
and grow inside oneself. Hai Tao Tang co-authored 
nearly a dozen books including Classical Chinese—A 
Basic Reader and Readings in Classical Chinese 
Poetry and Prose. He passed away on March 26, 2023 
in Princeton, New Jersey.

Descriptions and details for most of the Program’s 
events are archived under https://eap.princeton.edu/
events/archive. Unless otherwise stated, all events 
are co-sponsored and/or organized by the East Asian 
Studies Program either solely or in collaboration with 
other departments or programs on campus. 

LECTURES

9/23 Public Conversation with Director Ryūsuke 
Hamaguchi, Tom Hare, and Steve Chung, organized 
by the Department of East Asian Studies

9/27 Hamaguchi Student Workshop Film Screening, 
organized by the Department of East Asian Studies

10/5 “Decentering Song-dynasty China: The 
Chanyuan International Order, 1004-1226,” Shinobu 
Iguro (Otani University)

10/26 “The Invention of the ‘Political Offender’: The 
Sino-Japanese War and the Abortive Sino-American 
Extradition Treaty, 1893-1895),” Jennifer Day 
(Skidmore)

10/28 “Free Chol Soo Lee,” Free Screening and 
Filmmaker Q&A, organized by the Department of 
East Asian Studies

11/4 “ The Visuality of Writing in Colonial North 
Korea,” Yoon Jeong Oh (New York University)

11/15 “Water Transformation: Buddhist Meditation 
and Pure Land Art in Tang China,” Anne Feng (Boston 
University), co-organized with the Tang Center for 
East Asian Art

11/16 “The Matter of Inscription in Early Modern 
China,” Tom Kelly (Harvard), co-organized with the 
Tang Center for East Asian Art

11/30 “Inglorious, Illegal Bastards: Japan’s Self-
Defense Force During the Cold War,” Aaron 
Skabelund (Brigham Young University)

LECTURES AND EVENTS 12/7 “Refracted Visions: Beholding Antiquities and 
Perceiving Landscapes in Eleventh-Century China,” 
Ari Levine (Institute for Advanced Study)
 
2/8 “Blockades as a Transnational Strategy, 1905-
45: The Perspective from Japan,” Sheldon Garon 
(History), co-sponsored with the Davis Center Works 
in Progress lecture 

2/14 “Making Peace with Nature: Ecological 
Encounters Along the Korean DMZ,” Eleana J. Kim 
(UC Irvine), co-sponsored with the Environmental 
Humanities Colloquium

2/15 “Imperial Gateway: Colonial Taiwan and Japan’s 
Expansion in South China and Southeast Asia, 1895-
1945,” Seiji Shirane ( City College of New York), 
co-sponsored by the Global Japan Lab

2/22 “Articulating the Aesthetics of Democracy and 
Women’s Liberation: The Quest for a Decolonial 
Art History in South Korea,” Sohl Lee (Stony Brook 
University, SUNY)

3/1 “Betting on the Farm: Institutional Change 
in Japanese Agriculture,” Patricia Maclachlan 
(University of Texas at Austin), co-sponsored by the 
Global Japan Lab 

3/2 “Are the Kids Alright: Examining the 
Intergenerational Discourse on Social Networking 
Services and Smartphone-Related Harm in 
Contemporary Japan,” Kimberly Hassel (University 
of Arizona), co-sponsor with the Japanese Language 
Program

3/22 “Fear of the other: some comments on the fear 
of witchcraft in traditional China,” Barend ter Haar 
(University of Hamburg) 

3/29 “Towards a New Understanding of the Late 
Imperial Corpora or How to Read An Anatomy of 
Lenses (Jingshi 鏡史) 1681,” Tina Lu (Yale)

4/13 “Hideyoshi’s Goal of Conquering Ming China? A 
Misconstrued Narrative of Japan’s Invasion of Chosŏn 
Korea in 1592-1598,” Nam-lin Hur (University of 
British Columbia)

4/14 I Went to See My Father. Book Reading. Shin 

Kyung-Sook (author)

4/18 “ROK-U.S. alliance and the 120th anniversary 
of Korean Immigration to the United States,” lecture 
in Korean by the Consul General, Euy Whan Kim, 
organized by the Korean Language Program

4/19 The 2023 Marius B. Jansen Memorial Lecture, 
“Mori Nao Divorces Her Husband and His Family 
Puts Him in a Cage,” Luke Roberts (University of 
California, Santa Barbara)

4/26 “Emotions and the Composition of Personhood 
in Early Medieval China,” Curie Virag (University 
of Edinburgh) and response by Tao Jiang (Rutgers), 
organized by the Center for Culture, Society and 
Religion

5/8 “Power for a Price: The Purchase of Official 
Appointments in Qing China,” Lawrence Zhang (The 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology) 

CONFERENCES

11/12 NCTA Princeton all-day session for New Jersey 
high school teachers

3/11 Korean Pedagogy Forum, organized by the 
Korean Language Program

4/29 30th International Conference on Chinese 
Language Instruction, organized by the Chinese 
language Program

5/6 The 29th Princeton Japanese Pedagogy Forum, 
organized by the Japanese Language Program 

PERFORMANCES 

9/22 “The FOUNTAIN 飲水思源: An Introduction to 
Peking Opera,” presented by the Department of Music 
and the Princeton Shanghai Peking Opera Immersion 
Program (a Program in East Asian Studies project)

10/27 “Mekong: LIFE” @7 p.m. (EST) in Taplin 
Auditorium, Fine Hall, co-organized by PIIRS, 
Department of Music, and the High Meadows 
Environmental Institute

OBITUARY

https://eap.princeton.edu/events/archive
https://eap.princeton.edu/events/archive


22  EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT      EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT  23

Princeton in Beijing (PiB)

The Princeton in Beijing Online Summer 2022 
program was formally announced in early December 
2021 and a total of 77 applications were received. 
This year’s applicant pool came from 30 different 
institutions, and the final Summer 2022 cohort 
included students from 22 institutions. 

The Summer 2022 program began on June 6 with a 
week of teacher training and an Opening Ceremony 
and Student-Teacher Orientation on Saturday, June 
11. Classes began on June 13 and concluded August 5. 
The program officially ended with a Commencement 
Ceremony held on August 6. An initial total of 52 
students participated and were enrolled across three 
levels of Chinese language courses: Second Year 
(CHI 105C &107C), Third Year (CHI 305C & 306C), 
and Fourth Year (CHI 405C & 406C). A team of 16 
instructors taught the program, consisting of seven 
based in North America and nine based in China. 
Program activities, including classes, individual 
sessions, talks, and extracurricular activities were held 
primarily via Zoom and accounted for at least 135 
synchronous contact hours of instruction.

Building on the teaching experience aggregated 
from the past two summers online, coordinators 

SUMMER PROGRAMS

of each level incorporated new practices into the 
curriculum for the Summer 2022 program to increase 
the effectiveness of grammar and pronunciation 
exercises and add to the diversity and playfulness 
of class sessions. Additional attention was given to 
extracurricular activities to boost student participation 
and engagement. Materials to support activities such 
as calligraphy, traditional Chinese painting, paper-
cutting, tea-tasting, as well as a schedule with detailed 
introductions to each cultural activity, were circulated 
to students in advance so students could better 
arrange their time and participate in the activities. 
These refinements resulted in higher participation 
rates. Vlog-making and sharing and opportunities to 
interview professionals from various fields in China, 
also provided opportunities to enhance language 
learning and cultural appreciation.

Professor Link hosted a series of talks over Zoom 
that focused on various aspects of Chinese society, 
inviting experts in the fields of literature, business, 
law, journalism, and human rights to share hour-long 
presentations followed by student Q&A. Professor 
Link gave three presentations himself as well.

Teacher-course evaluations were conducted during 
the second and eighth weeks of the online program, 
and in general, students were very satisfied with their 

improvements in Chinese proficiency and impressed 
with the quality of instruction and organization of the 
online program.   

Princeton in Ishikawa (PII)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in the summer 
of 2022 the Princeton-in-Ishikawa Program was 
conducted virtually using Zoom. A total of 18 students 
from three institutions, including 16 from Princeton, 
completed the 8-week program. Princeton University 
issued credits for two courses, the equivalent of one 
year of Japanese language study, to both Princeton and 
non-Princeton students.

Regarding the class schedule, the Virtual PII program 
held classes from 7:00-10:00 P.M. EDT. Students to 
attend synchronously from various regions in the U.S. 
as well as from Asian and Middle East countries. All 
students collaborated with the goal of learning about 
Japanese culture and languages, and we were very 
proud of their motivation and efforts under extremely 
challenging circumstances.

Instructors taught regular classes using textbooks and 
videos during the first and second periods, while the 

third period was devoted 
to various activities such 
as exchange sessions with 
residents in Ishikawa and 
seminars by guest speakers. 
Like last year, PII requested 
support from the office of 
the Ishikawa Foundation 
of International Exchange 
(hereafter IFIE) for third-
period activities. Support 

was provided in two forms: (1) exchange sessions with 
local host families and college/high school students, 
and (2) culture and discussion classes connected with 
Ishikawa in the curriculum.

As part of the 2022 cultural activities program, we 
invited guest speakers to hold weekly seminars on 
the topic of “eating” such as “Wa-Shokuiku -Learn. 
Cook. Eat Japanese!: All about Soy and Onigiri (rice-
ball) Making”, “Tokisoba – a classic rakugo story”, 
“Beyond Tea and Biscuits: Kaiseki Cuisine and the 
Japanese Way of Tea” and “Food Culture in Noto, 
Ishikawa.” Even though the speakers were from a 
variety of backgrounds, we felt that the consistent 
theme helped give the seminars a sense of unity and 
kept students engaged throughout. At the end of the 
program, there was a “Wrap-up” event that involved 
PII students playing a “Jeopardy” quiz game, the 
questions for which were created by the students 
themselves, who based the questions off of content 
they learned from the seminars. 

As a post-PII program, there was a one-day visit to 
the Princeton campus for high-school students from 
Ishikawa. Thirty-nine high school students came 
to Princeton in October and shared activities with 
Princeton students. Princeton students in advanced 
Japanese courses and high school students had 
discussions in Japanese about issues in Japanese 
society. Students in elementary Japanese courses and 
high school students talked about life and culture 
in the Ishikawa prefecture in English and Japanese 
over lunch. This was a great opportunity to engage 
students’ motivation to learn languages and cultures.
We are delighted that our students will be able to visit 
Japan and meet residents in Ishikawa for the summer 
of 2023.

Thirty-one Ishikawa high school students came to Princeton in October and shared activities with Princeton students. Photo in front of Prospect House. 
Photo courtesy of PII.



24  EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT      EAST ASIAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT  25

AFFILIATED 
PROGRAMS

The Princeton-Shanghai Peking Opera Program

The Peking Opera Program ran its summer 2022 
program online, building on the success of last year’s 
on-line program. The eleven-day program took place 
August 8-19.We resumed our partnerships with the 
non-profit organization Shanghai Hongyimei Peking 
Opera Company (Hongyimei), including actors from 
the Shanghai Peking Opera Company (SPOC).

Expanding from two classes from the previous year 
to five role classes, students were allowed to choose 
the character role and opera excerpt. Our students 
learned five roles: a young male (sheng) role, an old 
male (laosheng) role, a female (dan) role, a painted 
face (hualian) role, and a clown (chou) role. Each also 
had their own tutorials from the actors of the Shanghai 
Peking Opera Company and Hongyimei. Hongyimei 
provided professional teachers for basic training, 
tutorials, make-up and voice lessons.

Peking Opera superstar Shi Yihong gave a special 
lecture “The Aesthetics of Peking Opera”to the cohort 
and students from PiB.

For the first time since the pandemic started, the 
Peking Opera program performed on campus in Taplin 
Hall in September 2022. For more on the Peking 
Opera Program, see https://eap.princeton.edu/projects/
peking-opera-immersion-program

Buddhist Studies Workshop (BSW)

The Fall semester’s events began on September 9, 
2022 with a workshop on “Religious Studies as an 
Approach to Life and Death.” Speakers including 
Jonathan Gold, Leora Batnitzky, Dan Arnold and 
William Edelglass led discussion groups with invited 
graduate students on C.W. Huntington’s What I 
Don’t Know about Death: Reflections on Buddhism 
and Morality. The Buddhist Studies scholar C.W. 
(“Sandy”) Huntington—well known for his seminal 
work of Sanskrit translation and philosophical 
interpretation, The Emptiness of Emptiness—was 
writing a manuscript about a Buddhist approach 
to the meaning of death when he was diagnosed 
with terminal pancreatic cancer. Participants used 
Huntington’s work to center questions about the place 
of existential questions in the study of religion, the 
various roles and obligations of academic scholars of 
religion, and the meaningful pedagogical modes of 
religious studies.

September 16, 2022 was the Numata Visiting Scholar 
Fund Workshop, “Doctrine and Practice beyond 
Borders: International Interactions in East Asian 
Buddhism.” Speakers included: Bryan Lowe, co-
organizer; Mayuko Kawakami, co-organizer; Michael 
Como; Paul Groner; Abigail MacBain; Lori Meeks; 
Moro Shigeki; Murakami Akiya; Ōtani Yuka; Jackie 
Stone; and Xingyi Wang. This workshop placed 
Japanese Buddhism in a transnational perspective, 
focusing on the sixth through ninth centuries, a 
formulative period in Japanese Buddhism. The 
speakers argued that Japanese Buddhism was formed 
in dialogue with its neighbors. As such, the workshop 
stressed the need to consider Japan in relation to 
Korean and Chinese Buddhism. 

Mayuko Kawakami of Osaka University in Japan 
joined Princeton University for the Fall semester of 
2022 as the Numata Visiting Scholar. Kawakami is a 
leading scholar on Buddhist exchange between China 
and Japan. On October 25, 2022, she gave a Buddhist 
Studies Workshop on “Sovereigns as Bodhisattva and 
Cakravartin.” This lecture focused on the relationship 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 2022 summer cohort Shuwen Cao as General 
Xue Pinggui, Icey Ai ‘25 as the Precious Consort Yang Gueifei. Photo 
courtesy of Todd Reichart.

between Buddhism and kingship in the sixth century 
and its influence on foreign relations.

“Kōshiki and Music in Japanese Sōtō Zen” was 
the topic of Michaela Mross’s February 10, 2023 
talk. Based on her new book Memory, Music, 
Manuscripts (University of Hawaii Press), Mross 
discussed the historical development of  the liturgical 
genre of kōshiki 講式, a genre that was developed 
in the context of Tendai Pure Land belief in the late 
10th and their performance practice. After explaining 
how clerics vocalize the ritual texts, she analyzed how 
contemporary Zen clerics interpret the performance 
of kōshiki and the singing of liturgical texts. Mross 
suggested that we need to understand Zen as a bodily 
practice accompanied by a rich aural component.

On March 2, 2023, Jessica Starling, Lewis and 
Clark College, gave a lecture, “In Pursuit of 
Companionship: Hansen’s Disease in the Jōdo Shinshū 
Moral Imagination.” In premodern Japan, Hansen’s 
disease (leprosy) evoked a mixture of fascination, 
pity, and awe, and was often described as a “karmic 
retribution disease.” In this talk, Starling drew on 
ethnographic fieldwork among contemporary Jōdo 
Shinshū Buddhist volunteers at leprosaria across 
Japan to explore the tension between “solidarity and 
inequality” that inheres in charity work. 

On April 26, 2023, Curie Virág of the University 
of Edinburgh lectured on “Emotions and the 
Composition of Personhood in Early Medieval 
China.” Curie Virág is a specialist in the philosophy 
and intellectual history of early and middle period 
China, working on ethics, epistemology, and moral 
psychology, especially in relation to the emotions. She 
is the author of The Emotions in Early Chinese 
Philosophy (Oxford 2017) and is at work on her 
second monograph, tentatively titled Emotional 
Worlds: Self, Community and Cosmos in Medieval 
China. Tao Jiang, Rutgers University, offered a 
response. 

The Paul and Marcia Wythes Center on 
Contemporary China (CCC)

The CCC continues to pursue a broad remit in both 
of teaching and research. Associate Research Scholar 
Jesse Rodenbiker completed his book manuscript 
titled Ecological States: Politics of Science and Nature 
in Urbanizing China (Cornell University Press); he 
also published “Urban Oceans: Social Differentiation 
in the City and the Sea” in Environment and Planning 
E: Nature and Space and “Geoengineering the 
Sublime: China and the Aesthetic State” in Made in 
China. Associate Research Scientist Junming Huang 
published “Exploring the Effect of Social Media 
and Spatial Characteristics during the COVID-19 
Pandemic in China” in IEEE Transactions on Network 
Science and Engineering with collaborators. This 
study finds high correlation between the disease 
and information data, and that positive messages 
discourage the disease spread during COVID-19. 
Frederick L. Moore ‘18 Professor of Finance Jianqing 
Fan co-authored “Measuring Housing Vitality from 
Multi-source Big Data and Machine Learning” in the 
Journal of the American Statistical Association. The 
paper is on how to use night light data, land planning 
data, and household electricity data to measure the 
housing market vitality in Pudong and extrapolate it 
to the rest of Shanghai and Shenzhen. Postdoctoral 
Research Associate Aaron Glasserman has been 
engaged in several projects on ethnic politics and the 
history of Muslims in late imperial and modern China. 
His article “Hui Corporate Strategies and Islamic 
Cultural Capital in Qing Guangzhou” was published in 
the Journal of the Economic and Social History of the 
Orient. As faculty director of the Princeton–University 
of Tokyo Strategic Partnership, James Raymo served 
as the founding director of the Global Japan Lab. (see 
page 27 below) He also serves as the vice president 
of the Population Association of America and on 
the international advisory boards of the Center on 
Contemporary Japanese Studies at the University 
of Tokyo and the Centre for Family and Population 
Research at the National University of Singapore. The 
CCC is also delighted to be able to say that the Wythes 
Fellows Program will be returning to sponsoring 
student internships in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan 
through Princeton’s International Internship Program. 
In AY 2022–23, the CCC also sponsored 18 lectures. 
See https://ccc.princeton.edu/events/. 

AFFILIATED PROGRAMS 
continued...

https://ccc.princeton.edu/events/
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P.Y. and Kinmay W. Tang Center for East Asian 
Art

For the Tang Center’s first fully in-person year since 
the beginning of the pandemic, Director Andrew M. 
Watsky and Deputy Director Dora Ching organized 
and coordinated a full slate of activities. 

On August 20, 2022, the Tang Center welcomed 15 
participants and numerous auditors to campus for 
the workshop “Interconnectivity in East Asian Art 
History.” Organized by East Asian art Ph.D. candidates 
Mengge Cao, Gina Choi, and Yutong Li, the workshop 
focused on the multifaceted entanglements among art 
objects, humans, and contexts through the framework 
of “interconnectivity,” a way to explore interactions 
by focusing on the dynamic processes in the making, 
viewing, transmission, and transformation of an 
artwork.

In November, in the ninth iteration of the Tang Center 
Lecture Series, Christine Guth (Victoria and Albert 
Museum and Royal College of Art, emerita) presented 
three lectures under the series title “Meibutsu and 
the Formation of Japan’s Artistic Canon.” Previous 
research on meibutsu—literally, “famous things” or 
“things with a personal name”—has often focused on 
the perceiving and interpreting of esteemed objects in 
tea culture or as a form of commodity branding. Guth 
took a broader view to investigate the construction and 
dynamics of meibutsu and how their legacy informs 
Japan’s modern canon of National Treasures.

 The Tang Center also cosponsored two hybrid lectures 
with the East Asian Studies Program. Anne N. Feng 
(Boston University) presented “Water Transformation: 
Buddhist Meditation and Pure Land Art in Tang 
China” on November 15. Feng investigated the 
relationship between Buddhist meditation and images 
in medieval China by reconsidering the development 
of Pure Land transformation tableaux in Dunhuang 
caves. On November 16, Thomas Kelly (Harvard 
University) spoke on “The Matter of Inscription 
in Early Modern China,” providing a preview of 
his forthcoming book, The Inscription of Things 
(Columbia University Press). For the Tang Center’s 
last event and the final lecture in the Department 
of Art and Archaeology’s annual lecture series, 
Hsueh-man Shen (Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University) presented “Maritime Buddhist Art of 
the East Asian ‘Mediterranean,’ ca. 900–1200,” on 
April 27, 2023. Shen examined how the interwoven 
networks of ports and intermediaries facilitated the 
production and circulation of Buddhist artisanal crafts 
across the China Seas from around the tenth to the 
thirteenth century. The lectures stimulated vibrant 
discussions and enabled all to reengage in scholarly 
exchange and renew friendships.

Last year, to commemorate the Tang Center’s first 
20 years, the Center acquired for the Princeton 
University Art Museum a woodblock print by 
Kitagawa Utamaro (1753–1806). This year, as part of 
the celebratory initiative, again with the help of Asian 
art curators Cary Y. Liu and Zoe S. Kwok, and with 

the assistance of Mitra Abbaspour, curator of modern 
and contemporary art, Watsky and Ching joined with 
the Art Museum to acquire Brawler by Liu Xiaodong 
(born 1963). With energized brushwork, Liu Xiaodong 
created a dynamic image of youths in a landscape 
steeped in layers of tradition and meaning. Brawler 
elicits reflections on East, West, brushwork, coloration, 
modernity, tradition, landscape, and figuration—
providing endless opportunities for contemplation, 
whether juxtaposed with other landscape or figural 
paintings in the Asian or contemporary art galleries, or 
elsewhere in the much-anticipated new museum.

Finally, this past spring, we celebrated Asian art 
curator Cary Y. Liu, who retired after 31 years at the 
Art Museum and 21 years on the executive committee 
of the Tang Center. Friend, colleague, co-conspirator, 
mentor—Cary has participated in the Tang Center 
since its inception, and we express our gratitude to 
him for his expertise and for his camaraderie.

For details about the Center’s activities, please visit 
the Tang Center website: tang.princeton.edu.

The Global Japan Lab (GJL)

The Global Japan Lab (GJL) (https://gjl.princeton.
edu/)  is a new initiative for multi-disciplinary research 
and training on East Asia at Princeton. Supported by 
the Princeton Institute for International and Regional 
Studies (PIIRS) and directed by Professor Jim Raymo 
(see p. 18), GJL promotes and supports research on 
key policy issues in Japan and the world. GJL’s three 
primary themes are: population aging and decline; 
climate change and natural disasters; and international 
relations, especially Japan-China relations. 

GJL currently has nine core faculty members from 
six different departments and five affiliated graduate 
students from Anthropology, East Asian Studies, 
SPIA and Sociology. The Lab hired its first UTokyo-
Princeton Joint Postdoctoral Fellow. This unique 
three-year postdoc position gives candidates the 
opportunity to spend half the time in Tokyo and half in 
Princeton. Anna Woźny is now completing her Ph.D. 
in Sociology at the University of Michigan and will 
spend the first half of the postdoctoral position at the 
University of Tokyo before arriving at Princeton. 
GJL’s inaugural semester was full of scholarly and 

collaborative activity. The first event of the year 
was an Open House in February, where members 
of the University and greater Princeton community 
came together to learn about the Lab, its mission, 
and future events. In March, the Global Japan 
Lab, in collaboration with the East Asian Studies 
Program, helped organize a spring break program 
where students from Princeton and the University 
of Tokyo spent ten days in New York and Princeton, 
participating in lectures and events on the topics of 
environmental and sustainability.

The Spring Speaker Series featured talks by Kikuko 
Nagayoshi (University of Tokyo), “Global Labor 
and Stratification of Immigrants in Japan,” Mary 
Brinton (Harvard), “Japan’s Low Fertility Woes: 
Rigid Norms and Policy Missteps,”Amy Catalinac 
(NYU), “Dominance Through Division: Group-Based 
Clientelism in Japan” and Margarita Estevez-Abe 
(Syracuse University), “Globalizing the Family in East 
Asian: Filipino Marriage Migrants in Japan, South 
Korea, and Taiwan.” The Lab co-sponsored two book 
talks with East Asian Studies Program, including 
Patricia L. Maclachlan’s Betting on the Farm, 
Institutional Change in Japanese Agriculture and Seiji 
Shirane’s Imperial Getaway.

The Global Japan Lab Director James Raymo addresses the inaugural 
Open House  in the Frick Atrium. Photo courtesy of Mana Winters.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Three images for Christine Guth’s Lecture series “Meibutsu and the Formation of Japan’s Artistic Canon”:
Eggplant-shaped tea caddy named Tsukumo, 13th century. Chinese, Southern Song dynasty, Seikado Bunko Art Museum; Spouted Wajima lacquer 
ware. Japanese, 18th–19th century. Red lacquer; 21 × 36 × 36 cm. Jeffrey Montgomery Collection mC180 (photo © Yuki Seli); Bamboo basket made by 
Maeda Chikubōsai II (1917–2003). Japanese, 20th century.  Asian Art Museum, San Francisco, Lloyd Cotsen Japanese Bamboo Basket Collection. 

On May 25, 2023, Masaya Shimoyama, the Director General of the Japan 
office of the Japan Foundation and Nobuyuki Minagawa, the Program 
Director, visited Princeton University. Here they are seen with Ryo 
Morimoto, Brian Steininger, Amy Borovoy, Thomas Conlan, Shel Garon 
and Bryan Lowe. Photo courtesy of Thomas Conlan.

https://gjl.princeton.edu/
https://gjl.princeton.edu/
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Princeton in Asia (PiA)

 PiA is an independent non-profit organization 
affiliated with and located on-campus at Princeton 
University. Founded by Princeton students in 1898, 
the program fosters mutual appreciation and cross-
cultural understanding between the United States 
and Asia through immersive work fellowships in 
host organizations and communities. PiA aims to 
contribute to building a world where individuals share 
a mutual appreciation and respect for the diversity 
of cultures and perspectives and cultivates life-long 
bridges to Asia. The fellowship program offers 
Fellows a change in perspective, a job that matters 
and a community for life. 
 While our program’s host organizations 
support Fellows by paying a living stipend, 
Princeton in Asia is responsible for the cost of visas, 
international medical and security response, health 
insurance, and ongoing training and preparation. We 
provide travel grants to Fellows to subsidize the cost 
of travel to and from their posts. We also provide 
language grants to Fellows upon application, a major 
portion of which is funded by the Program in East 
Asian Studies. This year Fellows were able to study 
Japanese, Vietnamese, and Mongolian.
 This year, we relaunched in-person 
fellowships by sending 21 Fellows to eight countries 
and regions: Japan, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, 
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Sri Lanka.
 Sponsorship from the Program in East 
Asian Studies supported two fully-funded 
fellowships for individuals from historically 
marginalized backgrounds, enabling them to engage 
in transformative, cross-cultural bridge-building 
experiences in Asia. Princeton in Asia plans to offer at 
least 40 full-year fellowships across eleven countries 
in Asia in the 2023-2024 Fellowship year, and we are 
pleased to be relaunching posts in Singapore, Taiwan, 
and South Korea. Fellows will work in the fields of 
arts and culture, education, economic development, 
environmental sustainability, public health, sports, 
STEM, and peace, justice, and access to information 
and contribute to these global issues at the local, 
national, and regional levels. 
 As we complete our placement process, we 
are aiming to form a diverse class of Fellows who 

can contribute to the mission of fostering mutual 
understanding between the United States and Asia. 
Looking to the future, we are also expanding our 
recruitment efforts from Minority Serving Institutions 
(MSIs), Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs), and student organizations at Princeton 
University.

National Consortium for Teaching Asia (NCTA)

 Since 2000, the East Asian Studies Program 
has provided programs for New Jersey high-school 
teachers, funded by the Freeman Foundation’s 
National Consortium for Teaching Asia. The program 
is now headed by Professor Thomas Conlan in the 
wake of Lesley Solomon’s retirement after twenty 
years of extraordinary service. Thank you, Lesley! 
This year the program was able to hold its sessions 
once again in-person on the Princeton campus.
 For the Fall 2022 session on November 
twelfth, Princeton Professor Thomas Conlan oversaw 
a one-day session entitled The Mongols, Ethnicity, and 
the Samurai: Teaching East Asia and the World which 
provided three talks:  “The Rise of the Mongols and 
their Invasion of Japan,” “East Asian Diplomacy 1280 
– 1600: Before and After the Arrival of Europeans,” 
and “Samurai: The Warrior Culture of Japan 1280-
1868.”
  On March 4,, 2023 a one-day session 
entitled Contemporary Asia offered talks from 
three guest speakers on the two Koreas, Japan, and 
mainland China. Hyun-Binn Cho, Professor at the 
College of New Jersey, gave a talk entitled “The 
Politics and International Relations of the Two 
Koreas.” Princeton Professor Ryo Morimoto then 
gave a talk on Japan entitled: “Is Japan Sinking?: 
Contemporary Japan through the Lens of Disasters and 
Crises.” The third lecture was then given by Professor 
Rory Truex, of Princeton University, entitled “China 
under Xi Jinping.” Both sessions were designed for 
high school teachers, but junior high instructors were 
also welcome. Discussions explored how to teach 
these topics and how to use web-based and written 
sources in the classroom.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
 The East Asian Studies Library (EAL) and the 
Gest Collections

In early fall 2022, the East Asian Library underwent 
significant restructuring that redefined its relationship 
to the Princeton University Library system. The East 
Asian Library was combined with the Department of 
Special Collections (“Rare Books”) and Marquand 
Library into a new department, Special and Distinctive 
Collections, acknowledging the international 
importance of all three collections. The new director 
of this department is Will Noel, to whom the EAL 
Director reports.

This change above does not mean that EAL is 
relinquishing its ties with others. Collaborations 
(combined purchases e.g.) with other area studies 
librarians (Near Eastern Studies, Slavic and Eurasian 
Studies) continue to take place, especially on subjects 
in Central Eurasia, a relatively new area. In addition, 
collaboration within the Ivy League librarians’ group 
and the national East Asian librarians’ group have 
rebounded, with the 2023 CEAL meeting being 
the first significant in-person gathering since the 
pandemic. This is important as librarians face major 
new challenges. For example, at that very  meeting, 
it was announced that because of a new security 
law, one major Chinese information provider was 
stopping its provision of statistics, patents, conference 
proceedings, etc. while its coverage of periodicals 
had also already been slowly decreasing. Such 
events warrant a concerted international response, a 
gathering of collaborative research and comments, 
and the discussion of implications. In this case, 
since officially the content had been purchased for 
perpetuity, unchartered legal issues abound. This 
CNKI issue, still hoped to be temporary, was followed 
a few months later by the bankruptcy of another 
company, Apabi, from which Princeton had purchased 
electronic reference and newspaper collections, and 
e-books. How to deal with this situation is still under 
international scrutiny.

This re- organization aims to enable more cross-
fertilization and collaboration amongst the three 
departments. This year EAL introduced to their 
colleagues in Special Collections some of EAL’s 

holdings, including a substantial number of “pre-
Gutenberg” printed works. This re-structuring also 
grants EAL greater access to the broader resources of 
the Special Collections department, including access 
to the Milberg Exhibition Gallery. At present, East 
Asian collections will be prominently displayed in 
three planned exhibitions. These include an exhibition 
on Global Book Traditions (working title only) in 
2025, as well as exhibitions on Japanese Commercial 
Printing (with Marquand and some EAL collections) 
and on Early Printing, the latter in collaboration with a 
Korean research group around the Jikji book (earliest 
extant book printed with metal type.) In addition, 
some EAL materials were featured as part of the 
Princeton MARBAS (Manuscript, Rare Book and 
Archive Studies) talks about Princeton rare holdings. 

Another kind of outreach took place when EAL 
gave tours to the students of Democracy Prep Bronx 
High School, where Korean is the only foreign 
language taught. The event was part of a day of 
events organized by Ho Jung Choi, Korean Language 
Program director.

More than twenty students a year work some hours 
a week for the East Asian Library. Some graduate 
students then choose a career in the library world and 
EAL is happy to give them training. 

During the 2023 Princeton Wintersession event, EAL 
librarians gave workshops on some of their hobbies: 
“Chinese Rock and Punk,” “Japanese Spirits and 
Demons,” “From Oracle Bones to Ebooks.”

At a related March 2023 event in Boston, Princeton 
participants attended the “Tools of the Trade” 
conference at Harvard and called for the creation of 
a three-university (Harvard, Peking University and 
Princeton) coalition to organize Digital Humanities 
(DH) events and summer workshops in the future. 
EAL representatives participated in these discussions 
and pledged their support to the department’s 
endeavors. At the same time, the Princeton University 
Library will work with the Berlin State Library in 
investigating innovative and new distribution systems 
for databases for further research. Apart from applying 
technical programs, this will also involve designating 

LIBRARIES & MUSEUMS
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particular databases to that project, renegotiating with 
providers and redrafting contracts. Joshua Seufert, the 
Chinese Studies Librarian, will be at the forefront of 
these DH-related projects. Also noteworthy is  EAL’s 
Tom Ventimiglia’s contribution to the technical field, 
releasing to the library world an AI-like program 
which can add original script fields to catalog records, 
an extension of the work he did for adding Japanese 
script.

Special classes in Special Collections continued: the 
2022-2023 year saw the first semester-long graduate 
course in the history of the Japanese book, by Brian 
Steininger (fall 2022), followed by a spring 2023 
graduate course in the history of the Chinese book, 
given as before by Sören Edgren. Such courses largely 
use Princeton holdings and are attended by Princeton 
librarians who also occasionally may give guest 
lectures. Librarians also help in selecting the materials 
beforehand.

For the Steininger course our Japanese librarian 
Setsuko Noguchi added major acquisitions, one being 
a 1118 manuscript and the other a 1278 printed book 
in the very unusual detchō format, respectively Kaun 
kuyō giki 火𤙖供養儀軌 (Burning Ritual Procedure), 
and Dai Birushana jōbutsu kyōsho 大毘盧遮那成
仏経疏 (Commentary on Mahāvairocana Sutra). 
In addition, two more items important for printing 
history in Japan were acquired: a set of 20 volumes 
of the kokatsuji-bon (movable type edition) Wamyō 
ruijūshō 和名類聚鈔 (Categorical Miscellany of 
Yamato Names), and a scroll of the Myōhō Rengekyō 
妙法蓮華経 (The Lotus Sutra) printed using a copper 
plate.  She also gave a one-time introduction to 
undergraduates on Japanese book history. 

The Chinese section acquired an almost complete set 
of the internal annual film register titled Yingpian mulu 
影片目录 of the Chinese State Film Administration 
中华人民共和国文化部电影局 (1949-2012). The 
register lists all officially sanctioned feature films, 
documentaries, and instructional films as well as the 
selected international films that were approved to be 
shown in China. The collection has already been used 
for a senior thesis on Western films released in China. 
This collection is unique in North America.

In collaboration between the Joshua and our Korean 
Studies Librarian Hyoungbae Lee, the library has 

enlarged its collection on the Korean minority in 
Northeast China (mostly around Yanbian) in Chinese 
and Korean. Korean language titles from the region 
are extremely rare in Western collections. The new 
additions include books on Chinese-Korean children’s 
literature, Chinese-Korean medicine, history of the 
Chinese-Korean national minority, bibliographies, rare 
book and film catalogs. One special title is an almost 
complete run of the literary journal Literary Culture of 
Yŏnbyŏn (Yŏnbyŏn munye/Yanbian wenyi) 연변 문예 
= 延边文艺 (1974-1984) which is unique in North 
American collections.

Over the last year Joshua built a small collection 
of original historical criminal judgments from the 
1960s into the time of the Cultural Revolution, an 
era for which currently almost no judicial material 
is accessible in any shape or form. The collection 
currently consists of three parts: 58 judgments from 
1964 from Hedong district Tianjin; 40 judgments from 
the Horqin Left Rear Banner from Inner Mongolia 科
尔沁左翼后旗 dating from 1961, and 182 judgments 
from the Agan Coal Mine originally collected by the 
Agan Coal Mine Security Force 阿干煤矿保卫组
dating from 1960-1965 and 1969-1972. In some cases, 
documents related to the case were attached after the 
written judgements, thus offering an in-depth view of 
the local legal practice at the time. Especially the last 
of the three collections allows a glimpse into judicial 
realities of the 1960s and 1970s on the local level in a 
very distinctive community. The collection has already 
been used by a graduate student for a paper for the 
history course The Historian, the Informer and the 
Spy: Archives, Methods, Sources, Problems. Early in 
2023 the library also expanded its online coverage of 
Republican China newspapers providing readers with 
a wider variety of sources. 

In detchō format, the Kaun kuyō giki 火𤙖供養儀軌 (Burning Ritual 
Procedure), dated 1118 c.e. Photo courtesy of EAL.

Hyoungbae Lee recently acquired two sets of 
important periodicals: one from South Korea, in print, 
and another from North Korea, in digital format. The 
first one, acquired from used book markets, comprises 
the entire collection (about 300 volumes) of three 
major Korean magazines on cinema that are no longer 
being published: 1) Rodŭsyo (Road show) 1989-1997, 
2) K’ino (Kino) 1995-2003, 3) P’ŭrimiŏ (Premiere) 
1995-2005. This acquisition complements EAL’s 
collection of Korean periodicals on cinema already 
including Sŭk’ŭrin ( Screen) monthly, discontinued 
in 2009 and Ssine 21 (Sine 21) weekly, still in 
publication. The second set involves the acquired 
digital files of Kŭlloja (Worker), an official organ of 
Chosŏn Nodongdang (Workers’ Party of Korea) of 
North Korea. Coverage of Kŭlloja is from 1946 to 
2016. 

Spring 2023 saw the visit of a group from the 
Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Patriots and Veteran 
Affairs visiting the PUL, and especially the materials 
on Syngman Rhee (*1910, first president of Korea 
from 1948-1960).  

In the past, The EAL had made microfilms of the 
Chinese-American newspaper the Shijie ribao (World 
Journal), for the years 1976-1991. These have now 
been digitized, from the microfilms, making this 
material more easily available.

The Marquand Library of Art and Archaeology

Chinese Section

Marquand’s holdings in Chinese art grew by nearly 
3000 new titles. Notable additions included Guojia 
tu shu guan cang Yang Shi Lei tu dang: Wang gong 
fu di juan 國家圖書館藏樣式雷圖檔: 王公府第
卷 (National Library Collection of the Archival 
Drawings of the Lei Family of Qing Imperial 
Architects: The Prince’s Mansions), documenting 
the princely mansions of the Qing, providing 
architectural drawings and technical notations for 
this major building project in the western suburbs of 
Qing Beijing. The Palace Hotel Guide to Shanghai, 
presented to visitors to the Edwardian-style hotel 
designed by British architect Walter Scott, describes 
the ultra-modern features of an elaborate roof garden 
and the city’s first elevator.

Two unassuming sales catalogues of Chinese 
porcelains at the Hotel Drouot in Paris from 1883 
feature heavy annotations by Octave du Sartel, who 
had recently published the earliest western work on 
the history of Chinese porcelains. Sartel’s notes give 
the asking and final sales prices, sketches of individual 
pieces, and identifies the purchasers, providing rare 
and invaluable information on the rise of the western 
market for Chinese porcelain, critical for the study 
of early collection history, material culture, and 19th 
century art markets.

Continuing in the tradition of arts magazines of the 
late 1920s through 1940s, the satirical magazine Man 
hua 漫畫 was first published in Shanghai in 1950 then 
moved to Beijing in 1955, running for nearly 10 years. 
The earliest satirical magazine of a national character 
with lasting influence, Man hua’s early issues are 
especially sharp and direct in their political criticism, 
with leading satirists often portraying a strong anti-
Americanism and conflict between the classes.
In the area of modern and contemporary art, 
Marquand added the 2014 catalogue, Ai Weiwei, and 
an elegy to his hometown by designer/artist Stanley 
Wong’s Redwhiteblue here/there/everywhere : to all 
those Hongkongers who have given their hearts and 
souls to their city: a photographic portrait of Hong 
Kong, featuring the ubiquitous red, white, and blue 
polystyrene bags that permeated life in the city since 
the 1960s. Holdings in the graphic arts continue to 
grow with the acquisition of a small selection of 
artists’ books. Wang Chao’s 王超 Mao tong Zhongguo 
帽統中國, 
a whimsical 
collection of 
woodcuts, 
displays Chinese 
caps on hat 
stands decorated 
with traditional 
literati themes. 
A suite of 
moving and 
highly personal 
small portraits 
by printmaker 
Guo Shuang 郭
双, whose uncle 
suffered from a 
debilitating form 
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of arthritis, adds an important work by this thoughtful 
artist of the younger generation. Guo solicited 
short life narratives from each person in her uncle’s 
social media-based support group to form insightful 
portraits of their personalities and circumstances.  The 
woodblock-printed trio of works Feng chen san xian ji 
風塵三閑集 (Three Travel-weary Loafers) features the 
artist, Lü Peng’s, 呂鵬, Xin shen xian zhuan 新神仙傳 
(Biography of the New Gods) a tumbling cacophony of 
almost decadent modern figures intertwined with and 
referencing the Buddhist pantheon.

Japanese Section

Marquand Library has made some remarkable 
acquisitions over the past year. Among the most 
notable is a scarce first edition copy of Raikin zui 
来禽図彙 (Compendium of Birds Brought from 
Overseas) (1790). This book not only illustrates the 
extraordinary technical achievements of 18th-century 
Japanese publishing, but the scurrilous practices of the 
publishers themselves!

With the help of the East Asian Library and the 
Department of Art and Archaeology, Marquand was 
also able to acquire a pristine copy of Utamakura 
歌枕 [Poem(s) of the Pillow] (1788), the famous, 
but extremely rare book of erotica by the legendary 
woodblock print artist, Kitagawa Utamaro. The East 
Asian Library also helped us to purchase the remains 
of the Kiyoshi Shibui Collection: four sets of prints 
that represent the beginning of the Ukiyo-e woodblock 
print tradition in Japan. The conventions and motifs 
in these images are the models for the next 250-years 
of traditional Japanese printmaking. The purchase 
included two sets of exquisitely hand-colored prints 
by the artist Sugimura Jihei and two sets of prints 
by Hishikawa (Furuyama) Moroshige, working in 
the style of his master, Hishikawa Moronobu, the 
“father of Ukiyo-e.” All of the prints are loosely titled, 
“Scenes of Lovemaking.” As part of this acquisition, 
we also received a gift of a set of prints by Okumura 
Masanobu on the theme of “love in the three capitals 
(ca.1710).”

Don’t forget Marquand Library’s blog, Remarquable, 
https://marquandrarebooks.princeton.edu/, which 
highlights new acquisitions and other notable titles 
in our rare book collection! Recent Japanese posts 
include: Banned Books: Kunisada’s Tales of Genji 

“Scenes of Lovemaking,” hand-colored prints by the artist Sugimura Jihei. 
Photo courtesy of the Marquand Library.

(on three erotic versions of the classic tale); On 
Dazzling Japan and Europe in the 19th Century (about 
Kitagawa Utamaro’s Seirō ehon nenjū gyōji [Annual 
Events of the Green Houses] (1804)); Amerika 101(on 
Meriken shinshi [New Account of America] (1853-
55)); and Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Jewel of the Orient”: 
The Imperial Hotel (Teikoku Hoteru), which is now 
part of the Imperial Hotel’s employee education 
program!

Princeton University, Art Museum (PUAM), Asian 
Art

With the Museum still closed for a major rebuilding 
project, work continued steadily on all aspects of the 
collection including research, exhibition preparation, 
and acquisitions as well as intensive planning for 
the new building. In March 2023, Cary Y. Liu ’78, 
*80, *97 retired after over 30 years of dedicated and 
remarkably productive work as the Nancy and Peter 
Lee Curator of Asian Art. His contributions to the 
Museum and the field writ large were tremendous 
as attested by his prodigious number of exhibitions, 
gallery installations, publications, acquisitions, 
and teaching activities. Moreover, he was deeply 
committed to training the next generation of art 
historians and museum curators, mentoring countless 
students, both undergraduate and graduate, and 
fostering the careers of three assistant curators of 
Asian Art, one of whom, Zoe S. Kwok *13, succeeds 
him as the Nancy and Peter Lee Associate Curator of 
Asian Art.  

In April 2023, the newest edition of the Record of 
the Princeton University Art Museum, vol. 79-80 
was published. Dedicated to Cary Liu, the edition 
comprises of five articles that focus on Chinese 
paintings and calligraphy in the collection. Alfreda 
Murk writes on an important collection of Chinese 
art given to the Museum in the 1940s by DuBois 
Schanck Morris ‘1893. Richard Barnhart and Zoe 
Kwok write on middle period Chinese paintings in 
the aforementioned Morris collection that speak to 
complex issues of replication, repainting, and the 
circulation of visual motifs. Phil Chan, curator at 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong contributed 
a research essay focusing on Three Letters by Mi 
Fu (1052-1107). Cary Liu brings the conversation 
into the 20th century with an article that discusses a 
monumental painting of the Nanjing Bridge.

Indian art has been a target area for the Museum for 
some time. Activities this academic year include a 
co-sponsored panel session, with the M. S. Chadha 
Center for Global India, on the art and cultural 
heritage of Udaipur in October 2022 moderated by 
Zoe Kwok. Then in January 2023 she led a large 
group of undergraduate students on a Wintersession 
excursion to Washington DC’s National Museum of 
Asian Art. There they spent the day looking at East 
Asian and South Asian art, including a special tour of 
the exhibition A Splendid Land: Paintings from Royal 
Udaipur.

Japanese bijinga paintings (images of beautiful women), including 
“Courtesan Tying her Obi,” from the early nineteenth century. 
Photo courtesy of the Princeton University Art Museum.

Korean ceramics from the 5th century – 20th century, all gifts of Robert 
D. Mowry, the Alan J. Dworsky Curator of Chinese Art Emeritus at the 
Harvard Art Museums. Photo courtesy of the Princeton University Art 
Museum.

https://marquandrarebooks.princeton.edu/
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